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Systematic Observations Financing Facility

Agreement on
Complementarity and Collaboration

between

World Meteorological Organization on behalf of the Systematic
Observations Financing Facility
(SOFF)

and

Weather Ready Pacific Programme
(WRPP)

Hereafter referred to as “the Parties”

to achieve sustained compliance
with the Global Basic Observing Network and to strengthen
provision of essential weather and climate services for the safety
and well-being of
Pacific communities



Preamble

We, the Pacific-led Weather Ready Pacific Programme (WRP) operating under the auspices of
the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Program (SPREP) and the Systematic
Observations Financing Facility (SOFF) establish this agreement on complementarity and
collaboration to maximize and leverage our contributions as two mechanisms providing long-
term support to the Pacific Island countries in the context of the Blue Pacific Strategy 2050.

We note that the Pacific Island countries are particularly vulnerable to climate change and
exposed to a wide range of weather and climate extreme and high impact events.

We acknowledge the crucial role of National Meteorological and Hydrological Services
(NMHSs) for the generation of weather and climate observations and the provision of
forecasts and warnings that are essential for the safety and well-being of Pacific communities
and the protection of property.

We note the decision of the World Meteorological Congress to establish the Global Basic
Observing Network (GBON) that defines the basic surface-based observational data that each
country is mandated to generate and internationally exchange.

We note with urgency that today significant GBON data gaps exist in the Pacific region, that
according to the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) Global GBON baseline of 2023
the region’s compliance rate is 10 percent for surface land stations and 23 percent for upper
air stations, and that this gap in observational data significantly limits the ability to produce
timely and accurate forecasts, early warnings, and climate prediction in the region and across
the globe.

We acknowledge that each of our organizations is working within its own mandate, capacities,

and resources, guided by our respective governing bodies and established strategies and
policies.

We act on the decisions of the Pacific Islands Forum Leaders’ Meeting, the SPREP meeting,
the Pacific Meteorological Council (PMC) and the Steering Committees of SOFF and WRP. The
PMC noted the complementarity, the need for close collaboration, and the importance of a
coordinated approach to the implementation of SOFF and WRP, and the SOFF Steering
Committee requested a corresponding agreement on complementarity and collaboration.






